
If you’d like to receive this free monthly email newsletter, email audubonptp@yahoo.com  
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Upcoming Events/News  
Unique Week—December 3 rd- 7th 
”Great Minds Think…Differently”: This is the motto for Audubon’s inaugural “Unique Week”. During the week of Dec. 3rd-7th, the Audubon 
School Community will be focused on looking for the unique gifts that each child possesses and brings to school. Monday, Dec. 3rd  – 
Please encourage your child to dress in blue and gold on Monday to show their school spirit and unity. Tuesday, Dec. 4th  – Please join us 
at 8:15 for light refreshments and a conversation with school consultant Deanne Jester about how to facilitate positive peer interactions for 
your child. Wednesday, Dec. 5 th and Thursday, Dec. 6th  – Children will participate in classroom activities to represent their individual 
strengths. Students will have the opportunity to experience the week’s theme through the teacher planned activities. Please visit the school 
to see this work displayed throughout Audubon in the month of December. Thursday, Dec. 6th – Each child will receive a button with the 
week’s motto, “Great Minds Think – Differently.” These buttons will serve as a continuing reminder to everyone at Audubon that we 
recognize and value the different needs and gifts of each child. Buttons are available for parents as well. Friday, December 7 th—Teachers 
will participate in a full day of professional development on how to challenge each child in their classrooms. Teachers will be learning 
strategies and tools from their colleagues and will take these ideas back to their own classrooms. Thanks to Audubon Parent Mary Kurczak 
and the LRE Committee for their hard work on this fun week. 
 

Barnes & Noble Book Fair Fundraiser—December 8 th (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
Save your holiday book shopping for December 8th, when you can join Audubon families and friends at Barnes & Noble, 1441 Webster, for a 

special day to benefit Audubon. For all customers who make a purchase on this day, 9am-11pm, 
and show an Audubon voucher (attached to this email) at the register, or mention Audubon, 
Barnes & Noble will contribute a percentage of net sales directly to Audubon. We also encourage 
you to give a voucher to your neighbors, family, and friends, as anyone can present a voucher and 

earn money for Audubon. However, vouchers will not be available that day AT the store. At the store, there will be fun activities and 
entertainment for the whole family, including arts & crafts, Musical Magic, Reading Time with Reading Buddies, Story time with several 
special guest readers, Puppet Show with Kate Thomas, Story time and Book Signing with G. Riley Mills (author of Sawdust and Spangles), 
Zephyr Dance Company and Story time and Book Signing with Jane Kurtz. Many more activities, too! Don’t miss the fun! Thanks to 
Audubon Parent Ellen Ericson for her very hard work on arranging this great fundraiser and fun event! 
 

Christmas Tree Sale at Audubon School (in the garde n) —December 7 th-9th (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
J&J Landscaping, owned and operated by Audubon Parent John Balderson, will be selling Christmas Trees and wreaths at Audubon this 
weekend and donating $10 to Audubon for every tree sold! When and Where? Dec 7-9th on the west lawn of the school (Cornelia and 
Hamilton). Friday, 1-6pm and Saturday and Sunday, 11am-6pm. Trees starting at $50! Free delivery. (Ladies and Gentleman, don't forget to 
tip your delivery person!) Hurry while supplies last! You can also visit J&J Headquarters at 1750 N. California weekdays 1-6pm to buy your 
tree. Just mention Audubon School and J&J will extend the same offer of donating $10 per tree purchased to Audubon. 

 
PGA Masters Ticket VIP Package Now Available for Bi dding (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 

Golf lovers, come one, come all! You are invited to visit Audubon School’s online auction to bid on an AMAZING 2008 
PGA Masters Golf Package, generously donated by Audubon Parent Alex Pramenko of VIP Sports Marketing 
(www.vipsm.com). The package includes a pair of (2 total) VIP tickets to the final two rounds of the 2008 Masters Golf 
Championship in Augusta, Georgia, Saturday, April 12th and Sunday, April 13th, 2008. These tickets include entrance 
both days to Augusta National Golf Club to view both rounds of play, parking, and full hospitality via all-day use of the 
company's VIP Corporate Village located directly across from the Main Pedestrian Entrance to Augusta National Golf 
Club. The Corporate Village is a two-story pavilion with a 2nd floor outdoor sundeck and a lounge complete with couches 
and TVs. Included is Continental Breakfast, Gourmet Lunch and Afternoon Buffet, Top-Shelf Open Bar, Official Masters 



Programs and pairing sheets, and daily Masters Souvenirs. The package has been valued at $10,000, but the starting bid is just $3500. 
Please consider the golf enthusiast in yourself and  BID NOW at http://audubonschool.cmarket.com , or forward the link on to 
friends, family, professional colleagues or anyone you know who might be interested in going to the Ma sters Tournament in April 
2008 in high style.  This would make a fantastic holiday gift for a relative or special client. The auction will end on December 18th to give us 
time to get the package to the winner in time for Christmas.  

 

High School Applications Due—December 14 th  
Please turn in all high school applications to Audubon Student Development Teacher Ms. Rebecca by Dec. 14th. If you have any questions, 
email her at karebecca@cps.edu. 
 

Roscoe Village Annual Winterfest Celebration—Decembe r 16 th (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
Bring your family on Sunday, Dec 16th 2-6pm to enjoy a Horse Drawn Sleigh Ride, Trolley, Carollers and Lane Tech Marching Band along 
Roscoe between Oakley and Damen. All your favorite merchants will have kids’ activities, and of course, Santa too! Roscoe Village, a 
perfect neighborhood for the holidays! Entry is free and open to the public. 
 

Local School Council Meeting—December 17 th (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
6:30 Audubon Community Room. Find out what’s happening at Audubon. Public input welcome. The LSC is comprised of the Principal, 
several teachers, parents and community members.  
 

Winter Assembly – December 20 th  
Please come join our students as they celebrate many holiday traditions at the Audubon Winter Assembly, Thursday, December 20th. We 
will have two shows. Tuition-Based Preschool classes and room 109 am preschool class through 2nd grade will be featured at the 8:30am 
show. Room 109 pm preschool classes and 3rd -8th  grades will be featured at 12:15pm. Come early. Seating is limited.  

    
 

Elementary Choice “Options for Knowledge” Applicati on Deadline for K-8 Out-of-Attendance-Area Students  08-09—December 21 st  
If you would like your child to attend a school and you do not live within that school’s attendance boundaries, then you need to complete an 
“Options for Knowledge” Application and submit it by December 21st. These applications are available in the school office. Visit the CPS 
School Locator http://www.schoollocator.cps.k12.il.us to find out if you are residing in the Audubon attendance area. The application can 
also be viewed or printed from http://www.cpsmagnet.org/pdf/application_materials//2008-
2009%20Standard%20Application%20English.pdf?rn=296991. The 41-page “Options for Knowledge“ handbook can be viewed or printed 
from http://www.cpsmagnet.org/pdf/application_materials//2008-2009%20Options%20for%20Knowledge%20Handbook.pdf?rn=296991. 
This also applies to Audubon preschoolers.  

  

Winter Vacation/No School – Dec 24 th- Jan 6 th  
            
  

Recent Events/News  
Inclement Weather Banners Completed—November 8 th 

Thank you to Audubon Parent Stephanie Taiber and Kindergartners Louie Taiber and Fuller Loose for 
painting two beautiful Inclement Weather Day Banners to notify parents when poor weather dictates that 
students will be lining up inside the building. Look for these banners to be hanging from windows above 
the Hamilton and Hoyne doors on days when weather is unaccommodating. 
 

Family Math Night—November 15 th 
More than 100 parents and students (grades K-5) came together on Family Math Night for an 
extremely successful evening to learn ways to promote learning math and to make math fun! Thank you to the Audubon staff who comprise 
the Math/Science Committee: Ms. Chan, Ms. Anderson, Ms. Valenzuela, Ms.Tuck, and Mr. Urgel. The turnout was an encouraging sign that 
more families are having more fun with math at home!  

   



 
Classrooms Painted “Green”—November 17 th   
Thank you to the approximately 30 parents who joined us to paint five Audubon classrooms with a fresh new coat of environmentally friendly 
paint in a color to match a soon-to-be theme of the first floor. The remaining classrooms will be painted on future dates. Also, thank you to 
everyone who chipped in to help cover the supply costs or made donations of materials and to the five participating teachers (Ms. Hennigan, 
Ms. Gondela, Ms. Kaiser, Ms. K, Ms. Fernandez, Mr.  Bowens) for helping prepare their rooms and putting their trust in us to take care and 
put things back together. Thanks also to Greenmaker Supply Company and Audubon Parent Mark Ahlheim for supplying the 
environmentally friendly paint at a discounted cost. 

 

Kitsch’n Dinner Fundraiser—November 28 th  
Kitsch’n on Roscoe had a full house of Audubon families last Wednesday, November 28th at the Kitsch’n Audubon 
Fundraiser. The event generated $600 for the school! Thank you Audubon Parents and Kitsch’n Owners John Young 
and Helene Albert for your fun accommodations and providing the opportunity for a great community-building and 
fundraising event. 
 

Annual Science Fair—November 30 th 
Thank you to the approximately 50 parents, community members and educators from Audubon and other schools who 
shared their love of science with our students by participating as judges in Audubon’s Annual Science Fair. Worms, 

toothpaste, music, cheese, nail polish and gelatin were among the subjects of this year’s experiments, as 6th-8th graders showed off their 
love of physics, chemistry, biology and more, with interesting displays, and oral and written presentations. Thanks to Audubon Teacher Non 
Urgel and Assistant Principal Greg Zurawski for coordination of the event. 

    
_________________________________________________                                                                               
 

Additional Announcements  
Audubon 100 Corporate Fundraising Campaign (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
Local businesses and major corporations alike should not miss their opportunity to get involved in Audubon’s new annual fundraising partner 

program, which allows businesses to be promoted to the rapidly expanding local Audubon community in a variety of 
ways, including being featured in this Audubon E-Newsletter, sent to approximately 500 recipients, and on the 
Audubon web site, which receives more than 4,000 visitors per month. Look for our special Holiday issue of the 
Audubon E-Newsletter detailing some of our new partners. Businesses who respond by December 10th, will appear in 
our special Holiday issue, in time for gift-giving season. Businesses interested in receiving these benefits and more, 
and promoting themselves to this wonderful local community should email audubonptp@yahoo.com. Alderman 
Schulter and Waguespack have both agreed to support the initiative. Audubon families and friends can email 
audubonptp@yahoo.com to suggest other businesses that may want to be involved. Contributions to Audubon 

School (either direct or via Friends of Audubon) are tax-deductible.  
 

3 New Audubon Teachers Attain Master Status After P assing National Boards  
Congratulations to 3 of Audubon’s Teachers for achieving National Board Certification and receiving the Illinois Master Teaching Certificate, 
the highest credential available in Illinois. Science Teacher Ms. Anderson, 2nd Grade Teacher Ms. Valenzuela and 3rd Grade Teacher Ms. 
Kamil have earned this honor, bringing Audubon’s total of National Board Certified teachers to 4, as Preschool Teacher Ms. Whitney 
achieved this status last Spring. Based on a rigorous, performance-based assessment process that is administered by the National Board 
for Professional Teaching Standards and typically takes about a year to complete, National Board Certification is widely recognized as an 
objective way to identify and support some of the nation’s best teachers. This year, 171 CPS teachers achieved Master Status. National 
Board Certification has been available to teachers since 1994, but in 1999, CPS had just 11 National Board Certified teachers. In 2000, a 
venture philanthropy firm by the name of Chicago Public Education Fund (www.cpef.org) was initiated by Chicago corporate civic leaders in 
order to create a support network and help provide much greater incentives for teachers who wanted to pursue their certificates.  To date 
645 Teachers in all of CPS have achieved National Board Certification. 

 

Sending Books to Swaziland  (COMMUNITY 
WELCOME) 
Following her summer trip to Africa where she spent 
some time with students at Moya Center in Swaziland, 
Preschool Teacher Ms. Whitney has started a book 
campaign for the Center. The goal is to gather spare 
change in jars in the classroom, which will be used to 
purchase a comprehensive leveled non-fiction library 
for the Moya Center, like the one that Audubon uses. 
If you’re interested in contributing, swing by room 009 
and 006 or the front office. Visit 
http://www.moya.co.sz/moya.htm.  
 



Family Donation Helps Audubon Go Wireless  
Thank you to the Shelby Family Foundation, which recently donated $3,000 to help install 3 wireless internet hubs throughout the school, 
essentially allowing two floors of Audubon go wireless. This will enable robust new functionality for staff and administration. 
 

New Smart Board  
Audubon is very fortunate to have installed its first Smart BoardTM interactive white board (also known as a team board) in Ms. Ferdinandt’s 
4th grade class. This interactive white board is mounted on the wall like the old-style chalk boards. Teachers and students use a digital pen 
or stylus to write on it, and what is written can be captured or saved, filed and emailed, all digitally. This is very helpful especially in 
mathematics, and it is just one more way the school is encouraging technology in classrooms through the modeling and use of technology 
tools.  
 

Hawk Walk Results  
Thank you to the many students, parents and community members who helped earned approximately 
$12,500 for Audubon School via the 2nd annual Audubon Hawk Walk. The highest earning class which 
won a pizza part was Room 106, Ms. Gondela and Ms. Kaiser’s Kindergarten. 
2nd Place was Room 009 Ms. Whitney’s Preschool Class which won a cupcake 
party. Individual winners were kindergartner Sophia Wharton, who won a bike 
from Roscoe Bikes, and 5th grader Nicholas Gust, who won an MP3 player. 
These funds are critical as Audubon faces likely decreases in federal funding. 
  

Yoga Back at Audubon  
Yoga classes have been added to the after school program offerings, led by Audubon Parent Stephanie Taiber. 
Yoga was extremely popular last year and we are happy to be able to provide it again this year.  
 

Audubon Teachers to Observe in Other Schools  
Thank to Principal Price for securing a CPS grant to support teacher professional development through peer 
observation. Audubon teachers will visit two other highly regarded CPS schools, leaving their own classrooms for 
half a day to visit other classes, and then returning to debrief with the administration. 
 

Pulitzer Prize Program  
Audubon Students have begun writing their books as part of the Young Authors Program, which 
culminates in the 6th annual Pulitzer Prize Ceremony, February 29th. This year, all books will be written 
in school, and teams of students will work together on selected student projects to create final published 
books. These modifications were put in place to encourage students to specialize in different facets of 
the writing process and to recognize all students’ contributions to the final product, which is ultimately in 
line with Audubon’s new school vision. 
 

Lunch Tickets Available in the Office 
Don’t forget to visit the school office to purchase Lunch Tickets. Using Lunch Tickets makes teacher’s 
job much easier, so that they don’t have to spend valuable class time receiving and counting lunch 
money. 

 

Mother Goose Story Time (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
Mother Goose Story Time, led by Audubon parent Caryn Hoffstedt, 
continues to meet every other week on Thursday mornings in Audubon’s 
community room at 9:30am. It is a wonderful gathering for neighborhood children, ages 3 and under, 
accompanied by parents and caregivers. After story time, children participate in a craft project and have a 
snack. Thank you to Audubon preschool teacher Ms. Whitney and 32nd Ward Alderman Scott Waguespack 
who appeared as guest readers this Fall. If you are interested in being a guest reader on one of the following 
dates or leading a craft, please email Caryn at D2CHI@sbcglobal.net. Dec. 13th, will be the group’s last 
gathering this year.  
 

Girl Scouts  
Audubon has 3 Girl Scout Troops for girls, grades K-6, now in full swing. They are always looking or 
additional parents to help lead. For more information, email shara1morgan@yahoo.com.  
 

Tours Available (COMMUNITY WELCOME) 
Audubon offers guided tours most Fridays, led by Principal John Price. If you are interested, please call the office at 534-5470. 
  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________             

Audubon School  
3500 N. Hoyne 
Chicago, IL 60618 
773-534-5470 

Audubon Parent Teacher Partnership  
audubonptp@yahoo.com 

The Audubon Parent Teacher Partnership Email Newsletter is sent, on an opt-in basis, to approximately 500 Audubon Families and community members, including 
current Audubon families, neighborhood families, LSC board members, local business supporters and staff. If you know of any parents or community members who are 
not receiving these emails but you think would like to, please reply to this email. Parents without access to email can pick up this newsletter in the school office and in 
the “Take One” box outside the school’s Hoyne Avenue entrance. Please reply to this email if: 1) you are a parent or teacher with an item you’d like to be included in this 
e-newsletter, 2) you have any questions about the content within, or 3) you’d like to be removed from this email list. 

 


